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Participant Information Sheet
Project Title:  An exploration of parental experiences of supporting child users of Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) in developing friendships

Invitation to research 
I am a final MSc student studying Speech and Language Therapy at Manchester Metropolitan University. As part of my course requirements, I am completing a research project exploring the experiences of parents in supporting their children who use augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) to discover their reported perceptions of their child’s friendships, what their parental role is in the friendships and the barriers and facilitators that exist for parents in supporting their child to form and maintain friendships.

Why have I been invited? 
You have been invited to participate to share your experiences, as a parent of a child AAC user, of your child’s friendships and how you view your role within the formation and maintenance of the friendships and to explore the barriers and facilitators that exist to helping you in this role.
As this is an interview study and we will be exploring your experiences in depth, we aim to recruit between 6-10 participants. 

Do I have to take part? 
Participation in the study is voluntary, if at any time you do not wish to take part or wish to withdraw from the interview, that is your choice to do so. 

What will I be asked to do?  
You will be asked to participate in a 45-60 minute interview conducted via Teams. 
You will be asked to book into a time slot that is suitable for you from a selection given via the link in the email you received when you made contact to participate.
Prior to the interview, you will be asked to give verbal consent, which will be recorded and securely saved. 

Are there any risks if I participate?
It is not considered likely that there will be any potential risks through participation in the project. However, as the interview questions explore your child’s friendships and your role within this, there is the potential for some upset and distress, as this may be a sensitive topic. Therefore steps will be taken to avoid distress.  Participants will have received this Participant Information Sheet prior to booking an interview and can ask questions before given consent to participate. You can ask to stop the interview at any point, and if you appear distressed the researcher will ask if you wish to continue with the interview. Signposting will be given to appropriate resources, such as MIND, details provided below.
Contact details for support if needed - 
MIND - Contact us | Mind for online resources 
Or call the MIND helpline on 0300 102 1234
Are there any advantages if I participate? 
Although there are no financial benefits to taking part, it is hoped that through sharing your experiences, you can help to increase our understanding of what helps you in your role facilitating your child’s friendships and the barriers that exist to this, raising our understanding of how to you help and your child further in the future.

Informed consent
Prior to booking the interview, you will receive a copy of the Participant information Sheet and Consent Form to allow you to decide if you wish to participate. Once the interview begins there will be an opportunity to ask questions. Verbal consent will be recorded for each participant prior to the start of their interview. This will be saved as a separate file and kept in a different place, separated from the interviews and transcripts to maintain confidentiality.  


What information about me will you collect and why?
Prior to the interview, your personal information (name and email address) will have been provided to the researcher at the first point of contact following responding to the project advertisement. 
Prior to interview, a recording of your informed consent will be collected. 
Through the recorded interview, we will be collecting information relating to your experiences of supporting your child who uses AAC during friendship formation and maintenance. To gain the full breadth of your experience, we will explore your perceptions of your child’s friendships, what you see as your role in supporting them in their friendships, the barriers and facilitators that exist in this and your views on what your future role will look like as they get older. 
This data will be collected during a 45-60  minute recorded interview via Teams. The interview will be recorded and then transcribed by the researcher.

How will my information be stored and how will you look after it? 
At the start of the interview, we will collect your consent, containing your name. This video recording will then be stopped and stored separately from your answers to maintain confidentiality in your answers.
All data will be stored on a University OneDrive cloud system that is password protected, with only the researcher and project supervisor having access to the recordings. Once the interviews have been transcribed and pseudanonymised, the written data will be analysed to explore themes in the responses that occur.
You will have until a set date to withdraw your data (end of April 2026).
Recordings will be deleted after successful completion of the exam board. The pseudonymised transcripts and consent forms will be kept for 2 years and then destroyed.


How will you use my information?
The results of the study will be presented in a dissertation to be submitted to Manchester Metropolitan University as part of an MSc in Speech and Language Therapy. Anonymous quotes will be included in the dissertation. No identifiable information will be included. 
Will my data be sent anywhere else, or shared with other people or organisations?
No, your data will not be sent elsewhere or shared with any other organisations.


When will you destroy my information?
Interview data will be transcribed and pseudonymised. Recordings will be deleted after successful completion of the exam board. The pseudonymised transcripts and consent forms will be kept for 2 years and then destroyed.

Data Protection Law 
Data protection legislation requires that we state the ‘legal basis’ for processing information about you. In the case of research, this is ‘a task in the public interest.’ If we use more sensitive information about you, such as information about your health, religion, or ethnicity (called ‘special category’ information), our basis lies in research in the public interest. Manchester Metropolitan is the Controller for this information and is responsible for looking after your data and using it in line with the requirements of the data protection legislation applicable in the UK.
You have the right to make choices about your information under the data protection legislation, such as the right of access and the right to object, although in some circumstances these rights are not absolute. If you have any questions, or would like to exercise these rights, please contact the researcher or the University Data Protection Officer using the details below. 
You can stop being a part of the study at any time, without giving a reason. You can ask us to delete your data at any time, but it might not always be possible. If you ask us to delete information before 30th April 2026, we will make sure this is done. If you ask us to delete data after this point, we might not be able to. If your data is anonymised, we will not be able to withdraw it, because we will not know which data is yours.


What will happen to the results of the research study? 
The researcher will own the data arising from the study. The researcher is the author and there are no plans to publish. If the plan to publish changes in the future, researcher and supervisor would be the authors.
This project has received no funding and no funding bodies need to be acknowledged within the publication.
This work is being carried out for completion of an MSc course and will be shared in the format of a dissertation submission to Manchester Metropolitan University.
If you consent, then a fully anonymised version of the data set will be made publicly available in Open Access for research and learning purposes.

Who has reviewed this research project?
The Manchester Metropolitan University Ethics Committee are responsible for reviewing and approving the research.
Who do I contact if I have concerns about this study or I wish to complain?
Point of Contact for Complaints (for Participant Information Sheets, Debriefs…) please use the below wording:
If you have a query about this project, you are welcome to contact the researcher (Katrina Corkill - katrina.j.corkill@stu.mmu.ac.uk) or their project supervisor (Hannah Foote, h.foote@mmu.ac.uk).
If you would like to make a complaint or raise any concerns, please contact the Faculty of Health and Education Research Ethics and Governance Committee at FOHE-ethics@mmu.ac.uk
Manchester Metropolitan Data Protection Officer: our Data Protection Officer can be contacted using the dataprotection@mmu.ac.uk e-mail address, by calling +44 (0)7584 330586 or in writing to: Data Protection Officer, Legal & Governance, Ormond Building, Lower Ormond Street, Manchester, M15 6BX.

UK Information Commissioner’s Office
You have the right to complain directly to the Information Commissioner’s Office if you would like to complain about how we process your personal data:
https://ico.org.uk/global/contact-us/

THANK YOU FOR CONSIDERING PARTICIPATING IN THIS PROJECT 
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